i 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



PCT/JP2003/004286 

■iniiiiinii 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
PCT01552 


See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION preliminary Examination Report (Form PCT/EPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/004286 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
03 April 2003 (03.04.2003) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

04 April 2002 (04.04.2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
A61B 6/14 


Applicant HITACHI MEDICAL CORPORATION 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Exaimning Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 
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Basis of the report 

r 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



□ 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



jP] the sequence listing part of the description: 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority m the language m which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language wtucil 1S! 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

| 1 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international prelirninary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4-D 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages __ 

I | the claims, Nos _ 

[_j the drawings, sheets/fig 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 £ 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule /U.io 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 

Claims 1 to 5 and 7 to 9 

Document 1: JP 2001-518341 A (Virta, Arto) , 16 October 
2001, entire text; fig. 1 to 25 

Document 1 sets forth a CT device provided with an 
X-ray detecting means which is positioned opposite an X- 
ray generating means, which generates X-rays and detects 
two-dimensionally the level of the aforementioned X-rays 
that pass through the subject; a holding means which holds 
the aforementioned X-ray generating means and the 
aforementioned X-ray detecting means in such a manner that 
the aforementioned subject is positioned between the 
aforementioned X-ray generating means and the 
aforementioned X-ray detecting means; a first rotating 
means which rotates the aforementioned holding means 
around the periphery of the aforementioned subject; a 
housing means, which houses the aforementioned first 
rotating means, which is mounted to the aforementioned 
holding means; and an image processing means which 
prepares an image of the aforementioned subject based on 
the aforementioned X-ray level detected by the 
aforementioned X-ray detection means; and a display means 
which displays the image prepared by this image processing 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ~ ' ^ _— — — — 



Claims 6 YES 

Claims 1-5, 7-9 NO 

Claims YES 

Claims 1-9 NO 

Claims X ~ 9 YES 

Claims NO 
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means, wherein said CT device is provided with a second 
rotating means which is housed in the aforementioned 
housing means in such a manner that the center of rotation 
of said second rotating means is parallel but in a 
different location to the center of rotation of the 
aforementioned first rotating means, and the 
aforementioned holding means and the aforementioned 
housing means are rotated in an integrated manner; and a 
drive control means which performs drive control of the 
aforementioned first rotating means in first imaging mode, 
and performs drive control separately on the 
aforementioned first rotating means and second rotating 
means in the second imaging mode. Document 1 also 
indicates that the aforementioned first imaging mode 
reconstitutes a two-dimensional cross -sectional image of 
the aforementioned subject, and the second imaging mode 
reconstitutes a panorama image of the aforementioned 
subject . 

Claim 6 

Document 2: JP 58-175546 A (Kabushiki Kaisha Morita 

Seisakusho) , 14 October 1983, entire text; 
fig. 1 to 4 

Document 2 sets forth an X-ray diagnostic apparatus, 
wherein the difference in magnification of a radioscopic 
image caused by differences in the distance between the X- 
ray generating means and the part of the subject being 
imaged is corrected by image processing, and it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive of 
correcting the difference in magnification of a 
radioscopic image caused by differences in the distance 
between the X-ra/y generating means and the part of the 
subject being imaged as described in document 2, in the CT 
device set forth in document 1 . 
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